Washington State Judicial Branch

2010 SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET REQUEST
Decision Package

Agency: Administrative Office of the Courts
Decision Package Title: Office of Public Guardianship
Budget Period: 2010 Supplemental Budget

Recommendation Summary Text

(Succinct 100 word or less description of the request.)

Allocate sufficient funding to remove the cap on new public guardianship appointments
and to fully fund the Washington State Institute for Public Policy's (WSIPP) study
required by RCW 2.72.030 (13) that would analyze the costs and off-setting savings to
the state from the delivery of public guardianship services.

Fiscal Detail

(AOC will determine the fund source)

Operating Expenditures FY 2010 FY 2011 Total

Total Cost $ $ 273,875 $
273,875

Staffing FY 2010 FY 2011 Total

FTEs 0 0

Package Description:
(Brief description of the need, solution, and comparison to existing levels of funding and output.)

Today in Washington State, the number of persons with diminished capacity (the ability
to communicate a choice; the ability to understand information; the ability to appreciate
one’s personal situation; and the ability to weigh information in a rationally defensible
way) is growing. This growth is the result of an aging population and new forms of
medical treatment that extends the life of individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities.

Washington’s population will age rapidly over the next two decades. The state’s elderly
population, age 65 and older, is expected to grow from 662,000 (or 11.2 percent of the
population) in 2000, to 1.66 million (or 19.7 percent of the population) by 2030. At the
same time, forms of dementia are becoming more prevalent. Today, approximately
110, 000 persons in Washington State have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease,
the most common type of dementia. That number is estimated to increase to 130,000
by 2020 and 150,000 by 2025.
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